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A group of around 30
people sat in almost com-
plete darkness in the
Becker Building on Sun-
day night.

The audience members
listened intently as elec-
tronic sounds emanated
from eight different
speakers set up around
the room.

The group was listen-
ing to a South Korean
composition sent to the
University of Iowa from
students at Chugye Uni-
versity for the Arts in
Seoul.

Yunsoo Kim, a Univer-
sity of Iowa graduate stu-
dent from South Korea,
composed an international
exchange of electronic
music pieces this semester.

Kim, who studied at
Chugye University of the
Arts before attending the
UI, orchestrated the
exchange of electronic
music. The UI swapped
60 minutes of music with
60 minutes worth of com-
positions from South
Korea.

“We can watch another
country’s currency and
how it works,” Kim said
about the music
exchange.

Kim, 30, said the idea
came to him as he
watched other students
perform at the UI and he
noticed they were mostly
from the Midwest. Kim
suggested his idea to
diversify these perform-
ances to a professor.

Kim was “the instigator
and the executor of mak-
ing this happen between
us and Korea,” said Zach
Zubow, a Ph.D. student in
music theory and compo-
sition at the UI.

Zubow, who became
interested in electronic
music as an undergradu-
ate, oversaw the 60 min-
utes of music UI students
sent to Korea, and Kim
translated the program
notes.

The UI composers’
works will be performed
at a concert next fall in
Korea.

“Being a composer is
all about networking,
whom you know, and
where you can get per-

formances,” Zubow said,
noting many involved
with the exchange said
they felt it was a great
addition to their
résumés.

The program in Becker
consisted of 30 minutes
of music from student
composers at Chugye
University for the Arts.
The fixed media composi-
tions included spatial
sounds, with music com-
ing through a ring of
speakers set up all
around the audience.

Rebecca Ashe, a free-
lance flautist who
received a Ph.D. at the
University of Missouri-
Kansas City, performed
with four of the nine elec-
tronic music pieces on
the program Sunday.

Ashe said she collabo-
rated closely with elec-
tronic musician Leslie
Melcher, a well-estab-
lished electronic compos-
er from Toronto whose
piece “Dark Matter” was
on the program. Ashe,
who called the synergy
“indispensable,” recorded
herself playing on a tape
recorder and e-mailed
sound clips back and
forth with Melcher until
they felt the piece was
perfected.

“We got to know the
piece as a unit, and it was
something we both could
create,” Ashe said, noting
she was impressed with
the UI’s close collabora-
tion with Chugye.

“Each school gets its
own personality,” Ashe
said. “Having a different
collective of people
brought in broadens
ideas of playing and of
composition.”

By MATT COZZI
matthew-cozzi@uiowa.edu

Steven Levy is a tooth
expert.

The 54-year-old University
of Iowa dental professor is a
lead researcher with an
extensive team of collabora-
tors on the Iowa Fluoride
Study and Iowa Bone Devel-
opment Study. The studies
and examinations investigate
the fluoride intake and dental
fluorosis in several hundred
of the nation’s youth.

Not enough fluoride, and
cavities may come calling.
Too much, and the teeth
might accumulate yellow or
orange stains, and bone
development may be
adversely affected.

Recently, Levy — who is
also the associate director of
the graduate program in the
Preventive and Community
Dentistry Department —
has stepped up for his col-
leagues in terms of commu-
nity-water fluoridation.

In Johnson County, every-
one gets some exposure to flu-
oride. However, not everyone
agrees about fluoride’s bene-
fits, especially if parties are
“adjusting” their fluoride lev-
els. Levy said, for example,
Coralville does not add fluo-
ride to its water; Iowa City
and the University of Iowa do.

There are certain dental
benefits people can take
advantage of in today’s socie-
ty that weren’t around when
the initial uproar over fluo-
ride and potential dental
problems began,he said.

“Everyone is getting fluo-
ride benefits already, with
water on top of that,” the
professor said in the bare,
white walls of the Dental
Science Building. “Tooth-
pastes and mouth rinse are
the other forms [of fluoride]

that many people use.”
The Washington Township,

N.J., native’s research with
the fluoride study has consist-
ed of monitoring a group of
individuals from birth in rela-
tion to their fluoride exposure.
Those children are now 15 to
18 years old,signaling the end
is near for the study. The
study is completely observa-
tional,Levy said.

Over, the years of the
study, the research has been
supported by a number of
grants, including the Carver
Trust Charitable — an
endeavor of other UI acade-
mia — and the Delta Dental
of Iowa Foundation.

“It’s been quite remark-
able that we’ve been able to
keep the [study] going for
this long, which is a testa-
ment to both the participants
in the study and [Levy’s]
determination to keep writ-
ing grants,” said colleague
John Warren, a professor in

the UI School of Dentistry.
“As a result, the [study]
might be the most recognized
dental study in the world.

“I think people will still be
reading our papers 20 or 30
years from now — that’s
kind of a scary thought.”

Levy, who majored in sta-
tistics at Princeton Univer-
sity and went on to dental
school at the University of
North Carolina, has been at
the UI since 1984.

He and wife Barcey cited
the quality of life in Iowa
and being able to raise a
family near the university
as reasons they have stayed
in the Heartland for so long.

“Right when we got here,
everyone was so friendly,”
Barcey Levy said. “We’ve
been comfortable in Iowa
City ever since [we moved
from the East].”

For Levy, the dental
school has been a tremen-
dously enjoyable experience
for him over the years.

“People work together
here,” he said. “At some
places, you might have
world-renowned people, but
they wouldn’t ever want to
talk to anybody else, or
[their] barriers go up. Here,
there is a lot of collaboration
across campus, and that is a
great thing.”

Getting his teeth into fluoride
UI Professor Steven Levy has had a
large role in research of fluoride
exposure for nearly 20 years.

Music shows
UI-S. Korea link
The UI composers’ works will be
performed at a concert next fall
in South Korea.

Steven Levy
• Age: 54
•Hometown: Washington
Township, N.J.
• Favorite food: Pasta mari-
nara
• Favorite sports team:
New York Yankees
• Favorite musician: Bruce
Springsteen
• Favorite toothpaste: “Any
good one with fluoride”

Know someone we should shine a light
on? E-mail us at :
di-spotlight@uiowa.edu.
Catch up with others from our series at
dailyiowan.com/spotlight.
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UI dentistry Professor Steven Levy demonstrates how dental impres-
sions are made to model teeth in patients in the fluoride study at the
Eckstein Medical Research Building on Feb. 16.
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Rebecca Ashe performs in the Becker Building on Sunday with
background music by members of the Chugye University for the
Arts of Seoul, South Korea. Ashe recorded her music on a tape
recorder and sent it to electronic musician Leslie Melcher until
they were both happy with the final product.

Yunsoo Kim
The graduate student
orchestrated an electronic
music exchange between
the UI and a South Korean
University:
• AAggee: 30
• HHoommeettoowwnn: Seoul, South
Korea
• SSttuuddiieedd aatt: Chugye
University for the Arts
• TTrraaddiittiioonnaall iinnssttrruummeennttss hhee
ppllaayyss: Piano, violin
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Check out a photo slide
show of Steven Levy.

                


