A dallylowan.com for more news

Rebecca Ashe performs in the Becker Building on Sunday with
background music by members of the Chugye University for the
Arts of Seoul, South Korea. Ashe recorded her music on a tape
recorder and sent it to electronic musician Leslie Melcher until
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Music shows
UI-S. Korea link

The UI composers’ works will be
performed at a concert next fall

in South Korea.
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A group of around 30
people sat in almost com-
plete darkness in the
Becker Building on Sun-
day night.

The audience members
listened intently as elec-
tronic sounds emanated
from eight different
speakers set up around
the room.

The group was listen-
ing to a South Korean
composition sent to the
University of Towa from
students at Chugye Uni-
versity for the Arts in
Seoul.

Yunsoo Kim, a Univer-
sity of Towa graduate stu-
dent from South Korea,
composed an international
exchange of electronic
music pieces this semester.

Kim, who studied at
Chugye University of the
Arts before attending the
UI, orchestrated the
exchange of electronic
music. The UI swapped
60 minutes of music with
60 minutes worth of com-
positions from South
Korea.

“We can watch another
country’s currency and
how it works,” Kim said
about the music
exchange.

Kim, 30, said the idea
came to him as he
watched other students
perform at the UI and he
noticed they were mostly
from the Midwest. Kim
suggested his idea to
diversify these perform-
ances to a professor.

Kim was “the instigator
and the executor of mak-
ing this happen between
us and Korea,” said Zach
Zubow, a Ph.D. student in
music theory and compo-
sition at the UL

Zubow, who became
interested in electronic
music as an undergradu-
ate, oversaw the 60 min-
utes of music UI students
sent to Korea, and Kim
translated the program
notes.

The UI composers’
works will be performed
at a concert next fall in
Korea.

“Being a composer is
all about networking,
whom you know, and
where you can get per-

Yunsoo Kim

The graduate student
orchestrated an electronic
music exchange between
the Ul and a South Korean
University:

o 30

e:
- Hometown: Seoul, South
Korea
- Studied at: Chugye
University for the Arts
+ Traditional instruments he
plays: Piano, violin

formances,” Zubow said,
noting many involved
with the exchange said
they felt it was a great
addition to  their
résumeés.

The program in Becker
consisted of 30 minutes
of music from student
composers at Chugye
University for the Arts.
The fixed media composi-
tions included spatial
sounds, with music com-
ing through a ring of
speakers set up all
around the audience.

Rebecca Ashe, a free-
lance flautist who
received a Ph.D. at the
University of Missouri-
Kansas City, performed
with four of the nine elec-
tronic music pieces on
the program Sunday.

Ashe said she collabo-
rated closely with elec-
tronic musician Lesl
Melcher, a well-estab-
lished electronic compos-
er from Toronto whos
piece “Dark Matter” was
on the program. Ashe,
who called the synergy
“indispensable,” recorded
herself playing on a tape
recorder and e-mailed
sound clips back and
forth with Melcher until
they felt the piece was
perfected.

“We got to know the
piece as a unit, and it was
something we both could
create,” Ashe said, noting
she was impressed with
the UT’s close collabora-
tion with Chugye.

“Each school gets its
own personality,” Ashe
said. “Having a different
collective of people
brought in broadens
ideas of playing and of
composition.”




